
 

Via Electronic Filing 
 
February 23, 2010 
 
Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
Subject:  Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket P-1256-029 
Quarterly Progress Report #2 

 
Dear Secretary Bose: 

In accordance with 18 CFR §5.15, Loup River Public Power District (Loup Power District or District) herein 
electronically files Quarterly Progress Report #2 for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  This report 
describes the District’s progress and activities related to conducting the relicensing studies identified in the 
Revised Study Plan (RSP) filed July 27, 2009 as amended by the Commission’s Study Plan Determination 
(SPD) issued August 26, 2009.  The District is the owner, operator, and original licensee of the Project.  The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014.  Loup Power District is 
utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.   

Electronic copies of this report are available on the District’s relicensing website:  www.loup.com/relicense, 
as well as on the Commission’s eLibrary.  Notice of the availability of this document is being provided to all 
relicensing participants, including federal and state resource agencies, local governments, and Native 
American tribes.  A distribution list of those parties is attached.  Additionally, copies of all progress reports 
will be available at the District’s office in Columbus, Nebraska. 
 
In accordance with 18 CFR §5.15, the District will file its Initial Study Report on August 26, 2010 and 
conduct a meeting to discuss initial study results on September 9, 2010.  Additionally, the District will 
provide a quarterly progress report for all studies in May 2010.     

If you have any questions regarding Quarterly Progress Report #2 or any information provided by the District, 
please contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Neal D. Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
Attachments: Distribution List 
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Federal Government / Representatives 
 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Reid Nelson 
Attn: John Eddins 
Old Post Office Building  
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 803 
Washington DC  20004 
jeddins@achp.gov 
 
Bureau of Land Management 
Don Simpson 
State Director 
PO Box 1828 
Cheyenne, WY  82003 
don_simpson@blm.gov 
 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Mike Ferguson 
Great Plains Regional Office 
P.O. Box 36900 
Billings, MT  59107‐6900 
mferguson@gp.usbr.gov 
 
Department of Interior 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
Robert F. Stewart 
Regional Environmental Officer 
Denver Federal Center 
P.O. Box 25007, D‐108 
Denver, CO  80225‐0007 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov 
 
Department of Interior 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
Attn:  Shawn Alam 
Willie R. Taylor 
Director 
1849 C St. NW ROOM 2353 
Washington, DC 20240 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 7 
Joe Cothern 
NEPA Team Leader 
901 N. 5th Street 
Kansas City, KS  66101 
cothern.joe@epa.gov 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Regional Office 
Ken Sessa 
Environmental and Historic Preservation 
9221 Ward Parkway, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO  64114‐3372 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Regional Office 
Peggy Harding 
Regional Engineer 
230 South Dearborn Street, Room 3130 
Chicago, IL  60604 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Kim Nguyen 
Project Coordinator 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
kim.nguyen@ferc.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Mark Ivy 
Outdoor Recreation Planner 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
mark.ivy@ferc.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Nick Jayjack 
Fisheries Biologist 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Patti Leppert 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
patricia.leppert@ferc.gov 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Frank Winchell 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
frank.winchell@ferc.gov  
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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
David Turner 
Wildlife Biologist 
888 1st Street NE Room 61‐01 
Washington, DC 20426 
david.turner@ferc.gov 
 
Fish and Wildife Service 
Robert Harms 
Biologist 
Federal Building 
203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
robert_harms@fws.gov 
 
Fish and Wildife Service 
Jeff Runge 
Biologist 
Federal Building 
203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
jeff_runge@fws.gov 
 
National Marine Fisheries 
Prescott Brownell 
Regional FERC Coordinator 
219 Fort Johnson Rd 
Charleston, NC 29412 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov 
 
National Park Service Field Office 
Randy Thoreson 
Midwest Region / Outdoor Recreation Planner 
111 E. Kellog Blvd, Suite 105 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Barb Friskopp 
1430 Central Avenue 
Kearney, NE  68847 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil 
 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Jason Alexander, Hydrologist 
5231 South 19th 
Lincoln, NE  68512 
jalexand@usgs.gov 
 

U.S. House of Representatives 
First District, Nebraska 
Fremont Office 
Jeff Fortenberry, Member of Congress 
c/o Louis Pofahl 
P.O. Box 377 
629 Broad Street 
Fremont, NE  68026 
louis‐pofahl@mail.house.gov 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Third District, Nebraska 
Grand Island Office 
Adrian Smith 
Member of Congress 
c/o Todd Crawford/ Deb VanMatre 
1811 West Second Street 
Suite 105 
Grand Island, NE  68803 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov 
 
U.S. Senate 
Mike Johanns 
c/o Emily Brummond 
4111 Fourth Ave 
Suite 26 
Kearney, NE  68845 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov 
 
U.S. Senate 
Ben Nelson 
c/o Zach Nelson 
440 North 8th Street 
Suite 120 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov 
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State Government 
 
Conservation and Survey Division Geological 
Survey 
Mark Kuzila, Director 
Hardin Hall, 3310 Holdrege Street 
University of Nebraska‐Lincoln 
Lincoln, NE  68583 
mkuzila1@unl.edu 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Steve Chick 
State Conservationist 
Federal Building, Room 152 
100 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov 
 
Nebraska Attorney General’s Office 
Agriculture, Environmental and Natural Resources 
Justin Lavene 
Special Counsel to the Attorney General 
2115 State Capitol Drive 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Bobbie Kriz‐Wickman 
Public/Government Relations 
301 Centennial Mall South 
PO Box 94947 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Department of Environmental 
Quality 
John Bender 
Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
PO Box 98922 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
john.bender@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Northeast Regional Office 
David Jundt 
Water Supply Specialist 
304 North 5th St. Suite C 
Norfolk, NE  68701 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov 

 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
Jean Angell 
Legal Counsel 
State Office Building, 4th Floor 
300 Centennial Mall South; P.O. Box 4676 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
Jean.angell@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency 
Al Berndt 
1300 Military Road 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
al.berndt@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Frank Albrecht 
Assistant Director of Administration 
2200 N. 33rd 
Lincoln, NE  68503 
frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska State Historical Preservation Office 
Robert Puschendorf 
Deputy State Historical Preservation Officer 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE  68501 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska State Historical Preservation Office 
Jill Dolberg 
Review and Compliance Coordinator 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE  68501 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov 
 
Nebraska Unicameral 
District #34 
Annette Dubas 
54906 N. 180th Ave 
Fullerton, NE  68634 
adubas@leg.ne.gov 
 



Distribution List 

 
 
 4 February 23, 2010 

Nebraska Unicameral 
District #23 
Chris Langemeier 
P.O. Box 192 
Schuyler, NE  68661 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov 
 
Nebraska Unicameral 
District #41 
Kate Sullivan 
Room 1019 ‐ State Capitol 
P.O. Box 94604 

Lincoln, NE  68509 
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov 
 
Nebraska Unicameral 
District #22 
Arnie Stuthman 
24160 310th Street 
Platte Center, NE  68653 
astuthman@leg.ne.gov 
 

 
 

Local Government 
 
City of Columbus 
Joseph Mangiamelli 
Administrator 
City Hall ~ First Floor 2424 14th Street 
P.O. Box 1677 
Columbus, NE  68602 
jmangi@columbusne.us 
 
City of Fullerton 
James Kramer 
City Administrator 
903 Broadway Street 
PO Box 670 
Fullerton, NE  68638 
cityadmin@cablene.com 
 
City of Genoa 
Lacie Andreasen 
City Administrator / Clerk 
P.O. Box 279 
Genoa, NE  68640 
cgenoa@cablene.com 
 
City of Monroe 
Connie Kramer, City Clerk 
122 Gerrard Avenue 
P.O. Box 103 
Monroe, NE  68647 
monroe@megavision.com 
 

Nance County 
Board of Supervisors 
Dennis Jarecke 
Chairman 
53836 S. 320th Ave. 
Fullerton, NE  68638 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net 
 
Nance County 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
Mary Los 
PO Box 821 
Fullerton, NE  68638 
ncpza@hamilton.net 
 
Platte County 
Board of Supervisors 
Bob Lloyd 
President 
2610 14th Street 
Columbus, NE  68601 
pcclerk@megavision.com 
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Public Agency 
 
Central Platte Natural Resource District 
Ron Bishop 
General Manager 
215 N Kaufman Avenue 
Grand Island, NE  68803 
rbishop@cpnrd.org 
 
Lower Loup Natural Resource District 
Leon Koehlmoos 
Manager 
2620 Airport Dr 
P.O. Box 210 
Ord, NE  68862 
butchk@nctc.net 
 
Lower Loup Natural Resource District 
Robert Mohler 
District Engineer 
2620 Airport Dr 
P.O. Box 210 
Ord, NE  68862 
robertm@llnrd.org 
 
Lower Platte North Natural Resource District 
John Miyoshi 
Manager 
511 Commercial Park 
P.O. Box 126 
Wahoo, NE  68066 
jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org 
 
Lower Platte South Natural Resource District 
Glenn Johnson 
General Manager 
3125 Portia Street 
PO Box 83581 
Lincoln, NE  68501 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org 
 
Papio‐Missouri Natural Resource District 
John Winkler 
General Manager 
8901 S. 154th St. 
Omaha, NE  68138 
jwinkler@papionrd.org 

Upper Loup Natural Resource District 
Anna Baum 
General Manager 
39252 Highway 2 
Thedford, NE  69166 
abaum@upperloupnrd.org 
 
Nebraska Public Power District 
John Shadle 
Water Resource Advisor 
1414 15th Street 
PO Box 499 
Columbus, NE  68602 
jjshadl@nppd.com 
 
Nebraska Public Power District 
Jon Sunneberg 
NPPD Resource Planning and Risk Manager 
1414 15th Street 
PO Box 499 
Columbus, NE  68602 
jmsunne@nppd.com 
 
Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance 
Meghan Sittler 
Coordinator 
3125 Portia Street 
P.O. Box 83581 
Lincoln, NE  68501 
msittler@lpsnrd.org 
 
Platte River Recovery Implementation Program 
Jerry Kenny 
Executive Director 
3710 Central Avenue, Suite E 
Kearney, NE  68847 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com 
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Native American Tribes 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs,  
Great Plains Regional Office 
Cora Jones 
Regional Director 
115 4th Avenue SE 
Aberdeen, SD  57401 
corajones@bia.gov 
 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
Amen Sheridan 
Chairman 
PO Box 368 
Macy, NE 68039 
asheridan@omahatribe.com 
 
Pawnee Tribal Business Council 
George Howell 
President 
P.O. Box 470 
Pawnee, OK  74058 
vwills@pawneenation.org 
 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
Larry Wright, Jr. 
Chairperson 
P.O. Box 288 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
lewrightjr@gmail.com 
 

Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma 
Douglas Rhodd 
Chairman 
P.O. Box 2, White Eagle Drive 
Ponca City, OK 74601 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com 
 
Santee Sioux Tribal Council 
Roger Trudell 
Chairman 
Route #2 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
rtrudell@santeedakota.org 
 
Winnebago Tribal Council 
John Blackhawk 
Chairman 
PO Box 687 
Winnebago, NE 68071 
jblackhawk@aol.com 
 
 

 

Non‐Governmental Organizations 
 
Columbus Area Recreation and Trails (C.A.R.T.) 
Marv Peterson 
President 
2717 33rd  Street 
P.O. Box 515 
Columbus, NE  68601 
Marvp@megavision.com 
 
Columbus Area Recreation and Trails (C.A.R.T.) 
Curt Alms 
Treasurer 
2717 33rd  Street 
P.O. Box 515 
Columbus, NE  68601 
calms@neb.rr.com 
 
 

NOHVA 
Dan Nitzel 
2231 W 10th Street 
Grand Island, NE  68831 
danno@nohva.com 
 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
Mary Bomberger‐Brown 
Program Coordinator 
3310 Holdrege Street 
153 Hardin Hall 
Lincoln, NE  68583 
mbrown9@unl.edu 
 
 



 

Progress Report 
Project:   Loup River Public Power District 

Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
FERC Project No. 1256 

FERC  
Docket No:  

P-1256-029 

Date:   February 22, 2009 For Period:    December 1, 2009 – February 22, 2009 

 Quarterly Progress Report #2   
 
STUDY REPORTS: 
Loup River Public Power District will submit the Initial Study Report on August 26, 2010 and has scheduled 
the Initial Study Results meeting as follows:   
 

Date: Thursday, September 9, 2010  
Location: New World Inn 

265 33rd Ave  
Columbus, Nebraska 

Time: To be determined 
 

The following Studies identified in the Revised Study Plan require data collection after the date for submittal 
of the Initial Study Report: 

• Study 2.0 – Hydrocycling  
• Study 4.0 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  
• Study 5.0 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
• Study 8.0 – Recreation Use 
• Study 12.0 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 

 
Therefore, the District will provide an update to the Initial Study Report after completion of these studies on 
January 6, 2011 and will hold a second Study Results meeting on January 21, 2011.    
 
The following summarizes the report and meeting dates for the nine studies currently underway:  
 

Initial Study Report – August 26, 2010 
Study Results Meeting – September 9, 2010 

Initial Study Report – January 6, 2011  
Study Results Meeting – January 21, 2011 

Study 1.0 – Sedimentation   Study 2.0 – Hydrocycling  

Study 7.0 – Fish Passage Study 4.0 – Water Temperature in the Loup River 
Bypass Reach 

Study 10.0 – Land Use Inventory Study 5.0 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
Study 11.0 – Section 106 Compliance Study 8.0 – Recreation Use 
A progress report will be included in this Study 
Report for the studies that are still on-going.   

Study 12.0 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 
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STUDY PROGRESS: 
 
Study 1.0 – Sedimentation   
Study Goal:  

The goal of the sedimentation study is to determine the effect, if any, that Project operations have on 
stream morphology and sediment transport in the Loup River bypass reach and in the lower Platte River 
because stream morphology relates directly to habitat, and habitat may determine species abundance and 
success.  In addition, the study will compare the availability of sandbar nesting habitat for interior least 
terns (Sterna antillarum) and piping plovers (Charadrius melodus) to their respective populations and 
will compare the general habitat characteristics of the pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) in multiple 
locations. 

Activities to Date: 
• Developed the following information for the Platte River gages at Louisville, Leshara, Ashland, 

North Bend and Duncan and the Loup River gage at Genoa: 
• Draft sediment discharge capacity rating curves for current stage discharge rating curve  
• Sensitivity analysis of sediment discharge rating curve parameters 
• Draft annual collective sediment discharge curves  
• Draft annual effective discharge  
• Draft annual total bed material transport  

• Began update of Missouri River Basin Commission sediment budget based on District’s dredge 
records (per the Study Plan Determination). 

• Met with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(NGPC) on January 5, 2010 to identify locations for additional cross-sections.  

• Began coordinating survey of cross-sectional data to be conducted in spring 2010.   
• Received 2009 interior least tern and piping plover survey data (nesting and occurrence) from NGPC.   

 
Report Date:  August 26, 2010 
Meeting Date:  September 9, 2010 
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Study 2.0 – Hydrocycling  
Study Goal:  

The goal of the hydrocycling study is to determine if Project hydrocycling operations benefit or adversely 
affect the habitat used by interior least terns, piping plovers, and pallid sturgeon in the lower Platte River.  
The physical effects of hydrocycling will be quantified and compared to alternative conditions. 

Activities to Date: 
• Collected daily and subdaily data for the following gages: 

• Platte River gages at Louisville, Leshara, Ashland, North Bend and Duncan 
• Loup River gages at Loup River Power Canal, Genoa, and Columbus 
• Beaver Creek gage at Genoa 
• Power Canal return flow at the 8th Street gage.   

• Began developing gage record database for gage analyses. 
• Began travel time evaluation based on gage data. 
• Began identification of wet, dry, and normal flow years. 
• Met with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

(NGPC) on January 5, 2010 to identify locations for additional cross-sections for evaluation with the 
1-D hydraulic model.  

• Received 2009 interior least tern and piping plover survey data (nesting and occurrence) from NGPC.   
• Began coordinating survey of cross-sectional data to be conducted in spring 2010.   

 
Report Date:  January 6, 2011 
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2011 
 
 
Study 3.0 – Deleted per Revised Study Plan and Study Plan Determination 
 
 
Study 4.0 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  
Study Goal:  

The goal of the study of water temperature in the Loup River bypass reach is to determine if Project 
operations (flow diversion) materially affect water temperature in the Loup River bypass reach with 
particular emphasis between the Diversion Weir and the confluence of Beaver Creek with the Loup River.
  

Activities to Date: 
• Contracted with USGS for installation of temperature sensors in the Loup River at the Diversion 

Weir, and the Loup River near Genoa (USGS Gage 06793000).   
• Installation of temperature sensors has not been scheduled by USGS but is anticipated to occur in late 

April/early May.  
• Obtained Stowaway Tidbit temperature loggers for short-term data collection in August per the Study 

Plan. 
 
Report Date:  January 6, 2011 
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2011 
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Study 5.0 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
Study Goal:  

The goals of the flow depletion and flow diversion study are to determine if Project operations result in a 
flow depletion on the lower Platte River and to what extent the magnitude, frequency, duration, and 
timing of flows affect the Loup River bypass reach.  The results will be used to determine if the Project 
operations relative to flow depletion and flow diversion adversely affect the habitat used by interior least 
tern and piping plover populations, the fisheries, and the riverine habitat in the Loup River bypass reach 
and the lower Platte River compared to alternative conditions.   

Activities to Date: 
• Collected daily and subdaily data for the following gages: 

• Platte River gages at Louisville, Leshara, Ashland, North Bend and Duncan 
• Loup River gages at Loup River Power Canal, Genoa, and Columbus 
• Beaver Creek gage at Genoa 
• Power Canal return flow at the 8th Street gage.   

• Began developing flow duration curves. 
• Began developing gage record database for gage analyses. 
• Began travel time evaluation based on gage data. 
• Began identification of wet, dry, and normal flow years. 
• Met with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

(NGPC) on January 5, 2010 to identify locations for additional cross-sections for evaluation with the 
1-D hydraulic model.  

• Received 2009 interior least tern and piping plover survey data (nesting and occurrence) from NGPC.   
• Began coordinating survey of cross-sectional data to be conducted in spring 2010.   

 
Report Date:  January 6, 2011 
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2011 
 
 
Study 6.0 – Deleted per Revised Study Plan and Study Plan Determination 
 
 
Study 7.0 – Fish Passage 
Study Goal:  

The goal of the fish passage study is to determine if a useable pathway exists for fish movement upstream 
and downstream of the Diversion Weir.   

Activities to Date: 
• Continued general data collection activities.  
• Began coordinating survey of cross-sectional data to be conducted in spring 2010. 

 
Report Date:  August 26, 2010 
Meeting Date:  September 9, 2010 
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Study 8.0 – Recreation Use 
Study Goal:  

The goal of the recreation use study is to determine the public awareness, usage, perception, and demand 
of the Project’s existing recreation facilities (including fisheries), to determine if potential improvements 
are needed, and to develop a Recreation Management Plan to address existing and future recreation needs.   

Activities to Date: 
• Held conference call on January 14, 2010 with National Park Service (NPS), NGPC, and Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) regarding fine tuning of Recreation Use Survey 
methodologies along the Loup Power Canal and development of Recreation Use Survey 
methodologies along the Loup River bypass reach. 

• Updated survey questionnaires in accordance with FERC’s Study Plan Determination. 
• Held meeting with NGPC on February 11, 2010 to finalize Recreation Use Survey methodologies 

along the Loup Power Canal, to provide creel clerk training, and to refine survey methodologies along 
the Loup River bypass reach. 

• Drafted Bypass Reach Recreation Use Survey Study Plan and submitted for NPS, NGPC, and FERC 
review. 

 
Interim General Recreation Use Report – on or before September 15, 2010 
Interim Telephone Survey Report – on or before October 15, 2010 
 
Report Date:  January 6, 2011 
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2011 
 
 
Study 9.0 – Deleted per Revised Study Plan and Study Plan Determination 
 
 
Study 10.0 – Land Use Inventory 
Study Goal:  

The goal of the land use inventory is to determine specific land uses of Project lands and adjacent 
properties to identify potential conflicts and/or opportunities relating to Project operations, public access, 
recreation, aesthetics, and environmental resource protection. 

Activities to Date: 
• Performed aerial photography land use interpretation and mapping. 
• Initiated potential land use conflict analysis. 
• Began development of draft Study Report.  

 
Report Date:  August 26, 2010 
Meeting Date:  September 9, 2010 
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Study 11.0 – Section 106 Compliance  

Study Goal:  

The goal of the Section 106 compliance study is to achieve NHPA Section 106 compliance through a 
programmatic, ongoing consultation relationship between the District and the Nebraska SHPO. 

Activities to Date: 
• Submitted Completed Phase IA Archaeological Overview Report and concurrence from the Nebraska 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to FERC. 
• Coordinated with local archaeologist to begin field work planning of those areas defined in the Phase 

IA Archaeological Overview Report.  
• Attempted subsurface work on two occasions. Archaeological fieldwork is on hold pending 

improvement in the weather. 
• Summarized written correspondence with Tribes in a memorandum and outlined plans for continued 

communication with Tribes through future work technical reports; reviewed status of Tribal program 
with FERC cultural resources contact. 

• Prepared sections of narrative and maps for Historic District Inventory and Evaluation in the format 
determined in coordination with the Nebraska SHPO. 

 
Report Date:  August 26, 2010 
Meeting Date:  September 9, 2010 
 
 
Study 12.0 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 
Study Goal:  

The goal of the study of ice jam flooding on the Loup River is to evaluate the impact of project operations 
on hydrology, sediment transport, and channel hydraulics, and the combined impact on ice processes.  
The study would also develop an ice jam and/or breakup predictive model (limited to examination of 
project effects), as well as identify operational or structural measures to mitigate or minimize project 
effects on ice jam formation and subsequent flooding, should it be demonstrated that operation of the 
project materially impacts ice jam formation on the Loup and Platte rivers.  

Activities to Date: 
• Worked with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to develop a refined scope for the Ice Study 

based on the FERC Study Plan Determination.   
• Provided USACE with information on other studies to be conducted per the Study Plan 

Determination. 
• Worked with USACE to identify areas of overlap and duplication of work between the original 

USACE proposal to the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and information to be 
used for other relicensing studies. 

• Developed list of required hydrologic, hydraulic and sediment transport information to be provided 
by HDR Engineering to the USACE for conducting the Ice Jam Flooding study. 

 
Report Date:  January 6, 2011 
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2011 
 




